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FIFTY-SEVENTH SEASON OF GREAT PLAYS
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS 
DEPARTMENT OF DRAMA




RICHARD H. JAMES, Jr., Designer and Technical Director
SARAH JAMES, Costume Designer
NOVEMBER 16, 17, 18, 1961
CAST (in order of appearance)
First Man............................................................................................. Larry Boag
Second Man..................................................................................................... Bill Jones
Third Man (Delivery Man, Waiter)......................................................Ed Poland
Fourth Man...................................................................................................... Jim Smith
Painter.......................................................................................  Douglas Grimm




Anton Schill.................................................................................................... Alan Naslund
Claire Zachanassian...................................................................Georgia Benton
Conductor (Truck Driver, Reporter)............................................................Jerry Hopkins
Pedro................................................................................................ Louis Garcia
Bobby .......................................................................................... Raymon Bruce
First Grandchild ........................................................................ Geraldine Park
Second Grandchild ............................................................... Rosemary Wright
Policeman................................................................................................... Wayne Finney
Mike (Athlete, Photographer)......................................................................Larry James
Max (Athlete, Cameraman)................................................... James Bompart
First Blind Man..............................................................................................John Bailey
Second Blind Man........................................................................ Les Hankinson
Athlete.......................................................................................... Bruce George
Frau Burgomaster (Second Woman)..................................Geraldine McCarthy
Frau Schill______________________ ___________________Joan Campbell
Ottilie Schill...............................................................................Chris Cheetham
Karl Schill.................................................................................. Russell Eliasson
Doctor____________________________________________ Clarence Moles
First Woman ........... ..............................-.................-................ Carol Larimer
Townswoman .............................   Helen McKeague
Technician........................................................-.........................George Cussen
TIME: Today.
PLACE: A small town in central Europe
There will be an intermission following Act I and Act 11.
PRODUCTION STAFF
Assistant to Dr. Bankson Jerry Hopkins
Assistants to Mr. James George Cussen, George Baldwin
Design Assistant..................................................................... ..........Jane Nelson
Stage Manager...............................................................................George Cussen
Stage Crew.....................................................................................Roger Dobson
Lighting...............................George Baldwin, Norman Netzner, Marlin Whitt
Properties......................................................Nancy Engelbach, Peggy Kennedy
Sound........................................................................Leslie Shumate, Tam Scriven
Costumes .............................................................................. ..... Helen McKeague
Make-up ............................................... Felicia Hardison, Marcia Holmes, lone
Hutchings, Tam Scriven, Leslie Shumate, Diane Stokes, 
Nancy Ullman, Rosemary Wright 
Costume Construction.................Sarah James, Russell Eliasson, Pat Harrison
Vicki Wolf, Helen McKeague, Shirley Meyer, Larry Boag 
Scenery Construction............................... Bryan Alexander, George Baldwin,
Lorrie Bratton, Larry Boag, George Cussen, 
Roger Dobson, David Hollecker, Kathy Joseph, 
Vic Luciak, Suzi Madsen, Tina Macnab, 
Jere McCarthy, Diane Stokes, Delbert Unruh
Posters, Signs, Banners.................................................................Douglas Grimm
Box Office and Publicity Manager............J...............................  Roger DeBourg
Photography............................................................................. Cyrile Van Duser
Program Cover .................................................................................... Gene Buck
Theater Secretary............................................................................ Martha Comer
Music for the "Welcome Song" and "The Grandchildren's Song" 
composed especially for this production by Geraldine Park.
Sound and music effects by Masque Sound and Recording, New York.
THE VISIT is produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.
THE PRICE IS RIGHT
Grandson of a political poet and satirist, son of a clergyman, Friedrich Duerrenmott was 
born in Switzerland forty years ago with no portents of his fame as a significant experimenter 
:n the theater. Only after a short career as an artist, a university education, and the writing 
of a religious drama that won him notoriety and a prize did Duerrenmott come to the attention 
of a wide European and American audience.
Der Besuch der alten Dame was first performed in Zurich at the beginning of 1956. Later 
successful productions of The Visit of the Old Lady were staged in Germany and France. Peter 
Brook, using an adaptation by Maurice Valency (The Englisher of' Giraudoux' Madwoman of 
Chaillot, Enchanted Ondine), arranged a production of The Visit for the Lunts. They toured 
England, but did not bring the play into London for fear audiences would find the fare too 
strong, although Valency had boiled out a goodly portion of rich juices. The Lunts brought 
their version to New York during the spring of 1958.
The Visit, Duerrenmatt's most conservative play, has caused critics and commentators to read 
it in many ways: a sardonic comment upon the democratic process, an allegory depicting a 
post-war visit from America to Germany on her own economic terms, a restatement of the saw 
—money is the root of all evil; a reworking of the legend of the Sphinx, of Medea.
Duerrenmott in his notes to the play likened Madame Zachanassian to the Medea and pointed 
out that the name of the town of Gullen is associated with the German word Jauche: "foul­
smelling liquid compost." More helpful to a better understanding of the play, however, ore 
several of his public statements. The first is from on interview recorded in the New York Times 
of 25 may, 1958: "When you write a play you don't do it to teach a lesson or prove a point 
or build a philosophy because you con never force art to prove anything."
In a lecture, "Problems of the Theater," first delivered during the fall of 1954, Duerrenmott. 
after contending that tragedy presupposes guilt, despair, moderation, lucidity, vision, a sense of 
responsibility, goes on to say:
"We are all collectively guilty. . . . We are the offspring of children. This is 
our misfortune, but not our guilt. . . . Comedy alone is suitable for us. Our world has 
led to the grotesque as well as to the atom bomb. . . . But the grotesque is only a 
way of expressing in a tangible manner, of making us perceive physically the para­
doxical, the form of the unformed, the face of a world without face. . . ."
Grimness abounds in The Visit, but so too does courage for it is the author's sincere belief 
that it is still possible to show man as a courageous being in the face of hate, fear, greed.
VEDDER M. GILBERT
Department of English
COMING THEATRICAL EVENTS IN MISSOULA
Missoula County High School—The Teahouse of the August Moon, tonight 
through Saturday, November 16, 17, 18.
Montana Masquers—The Country Girl, Masquer Theater, November 30, 
December 1,2, 7, 8.
Missoula Community Theater—Make a Million, Roxy Theater, December 
6, 7, 8, 9.
